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A SERMON FOR ROSH HASHANAH (NEW YEAR). 
Waitten ny Dr. Limin Scuerer. 


THe feast we are solemnizing to-day has a double significance. 
We are celebrating it as the first day of the year; and as the first of 
the ten days which are devoted to repentance and sorrow for past sin. 
The institution of these festival and penitential days is a highly 
ingenious regulation, and suggests that to-day, when we are stand- 
ing at the gate of an important section of life, we ought to pause 
with serious reflection upon our destination as men and as Israel- 
ites, and consider it from the true point of view, in order that, in 
the coming year, we may elevate our feelings and our sentiments, 
that we may give a goodly direction to our activity, and our hearts 
may become comforted and filled with hope. And, indeed, on 
what day could we have a stronger inducement to apply our 
minds to the high importaace of our terrestrial life than on the 
morning of a new year? 

This day is the mile-stone of the past year, which has run down 
in fleeting haste, and is now lying beh'nd us like a long dream. 
If we now, in this hour, by our reflection, compel the restlessly 
flowing stream of time to stop, and conscientiously put to our- 
selves the question, “ Important section of my life, precious and 


elapsed time, what advantages for my higher life didst thou bring? — 
what addition of good qualities, what sum of good actions, didst — 


thou make ?”—must we not all confess that the task of life could 
have been solved by us in a better manner? that we thought, did, 
and intermitted, much which we now wish we had not thought, 
done and intermitted? ‘I thought on my ways, and turned my 
feet unto thy testimonies” (Psalm cxix. 59); and should we not, 
therefore, if we look backwards upon the course of our life in the 
past year, humbly turn our hearts to God, in order to devote our- 
selves to God with renewed strength ¢ 

This day, at the same time, opens to us a new range of days 
and weeks, and we do not know what fate they will bring us. 
The future is a sealed book, in which we cannot read—a veiled 
figure, the face of which we cannot see. 


custom in Israel, we thank our Maker to-day for having preset ved 
our lives to see this hour. But do we know the inimical destinies 
which, in the year we now commence, may endanger our life or 
impair our health, or the life and health of those with whom we 
are united by the bonds of blood and friendship? In the past vear, 


had we not to mourn the death of brothers and sisters, who, | 
according to every appearance, might have enjoyed a much longer — 


career of life? 
On account of this, and similar melancholy thoughts that pre- 


— 


- 


sent themselves to-day to our mind, we should look into the 
future with apprehension, and should enter on the new year 


_ timorously, though we ought not to permit such discouraging 


thoughts to exercise too great a power upon our minds; “ for 


_ there is nothing better for man,” says the wise king, ‘ than that 


he should rejoice in his own works, and enjoy the present time 
in serene activity” (Eccles. iii. 22). 

As once, on the new-year’s day, Nehemiah called to his con- 
temporaries, “ This day is holy unto our Lord; be not sorry, for 


joy in the Lord is your strength” (Nehem. viii. 10); so should 


we joyfully greet the present new-year's day, and look at our 
terrestrial life from a point of view in which tranquillity and peace 
fill our minds. And thus, my friends, the present day offers us 
the opportunity of a double consideration. 

The retrospective view of the past year shows us our moral 
deficiencies, which we ought to correct. The prospective view of 
the opening year might fill our souls with timid apprehensions, in 
which we dare not indulge. Therefore, also, is this day the first 
of the ten days of repentance, in order that we may turn our 
hearts unto God, and, through confidence in him, derive renewed 
vigour for the goodness and joyfulness of life. If we read the 
passage in Psalm xxxix.5—8, we perceive that the frailty of 
_ human life and the instability of earthly happiness filled the soul 
of the poet with sad melancholy, which was increased by the con- 

sciousness of his moral deficiencies. Ile could not compose him- 
self whilst he was aware of the vanity of the strivings and en- 
deavours natural to man, who heapeth up riches, and knoweth not 
- who shall gather them. But looking up to God elevates him 
again, comforts him, and gives him moral strength; so that he 
exclaims, “ And now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in 
thee. Deliver me from all my transgressions.” Indeed, our 
frame of mind on the present day is like to that of the poet, if we 
take a retrospective view of the past year, and are aware of our 
moral deficiencies; and if we look forward to the coming year and 
the instability of earthly happiness, our heart is filled with 


anxiety: therefore let us also elevate and comfort ourselves b 


looking up to God, and his merciful government of the world. 
We connect our reflections with the excellent words of the Mishna, 
which run thus :— 
All is viewed by God, and free choice is left to man. The world is 


governed with kindness; but all depends upon the greatness of the ener- 
We may possess a getical ini. 


vigorous life and health, and, according to a beautiful and ancient | 


I. 


“ ALL IS VIEWED BY Gop.” 

This idea is ofthe deepest significance, of the highest import- 
ance. If we are penetrated with the truth of it, as real Israelites 
ought to be, every look at the future must cheer us up, every 
uneasy apprehension must disappear, and every discouraging 
thought must vanish before hope and trust. For if the range of 
events which influence our fate and that of our friends is viewed 
_ by the being whose boundless power can shelter us, and whose 
endless mercifulness is willing to shelter us against every real 
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evil, must not this soothing conviction comfort us, that, in the 
year to come, only such events shall befall us as will tend to real 
good, and that every change which takes place in our condition 
must necessarily lead to our prosperity ? 
“ All is viewed by God.’ He has searched us, and knows us. 
He knows our wishes, our endeavours, and our wants. He is 
able and willing to give us all that is conducive to our happiness. 
Why, therefore, Israelite, dost thou go mourning under the op- 
pression of melancholy thoughts? Is it the uncertainty of thy 
destiny which troubles thy good humour? Remember that our 
destinies are not exposed to chance or hazard, but are lying in 
the powerful hand of the merciful God. Our fortune, our health, 
our life, our friends, and everything dear to us, are frail, and of 
uncertain duration. But this thought must encourage the Israel- 
ites, that they are under the continual protection of Him who has 
given them to us, and without whose consent nobody can take 
them away from us. This day we call upon God to heal our 
sickness, and to write us and ours in the book of life; and He, 
“who is nigh unto all that call upon him in truth,” is a God of 
salvation, and He knows the issues from death (Psalm Ixviii. 20). 
Therefore let us trust in him. His gracious ruling preserves us 
from all menacing dangers; under the wings of his protection no 
real evils can touch us; therefore let us trust in him, and submit 
without reserve to his holy will. Even the afflictions with which 
we meet, and from which no human life is free, are not real evils: 
they are benefits. Our short horizon, restrained to the present 
time, is not able to display the blessings of Divine chastisements ; 
but God, whose eye, diving into all, looks into the future, knows 
their ennobling and prospering influence upon us, knows the high 
aim to which they lead us. “ All is viewed by God”; therefore 
let us joyfully solemnise this day of the Lord; for“ joyin the Lord 
is our strength.” 
If. 


The second word of the Mishna runs thus: “ And free choice 
is left to man.” 

This signifies that the truism, ‘‘ All is viewed by God,” is a 
salutary conviction for him who makes of the freedom God has 
bestowed upon man, that use which Sacred Scripture and reason 
point out to us. The sinner, however, who transgresses the com- 
mandments of the Lord, cannot delight in the gracious ruling of 
Divine Providence; “for there is no peace to the wicked, saith 
God” (Isaiah lvii, 21). 

‘“ FREE CHOICE IS LEFT TO MAN.” This is one of the most 
essential fundamental doctrines of our religion. ‘* Behold,” says 
sacred Scripture, “ I set before you this day a blessing and a curse. 
A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the Lord your God; 
and a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the Lord” 
(Deut. xi.26—23). This Divine admonition, this call of God, is 
addressed to Israel every day, every hour, every moment. let 
us listen to it, particularly to-day, in the beginning of the new 
year, that we may now choose the blessing, and not the curse; 
for, more or less, we have all misemployed our freedom in the 
past year, and either by action or inaction transgressed the com- 
mandments of the Lord. O confess this, Israelites, to-day, on 
this day of penitence. Examine your sentiments and actions. 
Did you never mortify your brother by pride and haughtiness in 
the past year? Did you never injure his fortune by envy and 
selfishness, his good reputation by slander, and thus violate the 
rights of man in his person? © let us examine our sentiments 
and actions, and we shall be aware that we often forgot our 
Divine origin and our high destination, often in thought and deed 
we were not mindful that under the cover of dust is dwelling an 
immortal spirit, which eventually will be called to account before 
the judgment-seat of God. 

“ FREE CHOICE Is LEFT TO MAN.” He is not an impotent 
slave to his passions and low desires; the strength of his free 
will is able to break asunder the bands of sin which keep him 


fettered , and the most merciful Father in heaven receives him 
graciously. 


Perurn, therefore, Israel, unto the Lord thy God! Awake 
Israelites, out of the sleep of sensuality, out of the slumber of 
earthly endeavours! On aceount of your temporal goods, after 
which vou strive with the most ardent zeal, the higher affairs of 
your immortal spirit ought not to escape your notice. Remember 
your Creator, by whom all is viewed; remember your Creator and 
his commandments, in order that you may carry with you into the 
new year his peace and his blessing. 


HT. 


The third word of the Mishna is, “ Tue Is Goveryep 
WITH KINDNeSs;” by which we understand, that God, by whom 
all is viewed, and who leaves free choice to man, is also the gra. 
cious Protector of those institutions which form the salvation of 
the world, and which are selected by ruling Providence for dis- 
playing and confirming moral and religious conscientiousness in 
the hearts of men, 

These are the religions of civilised humanity, upon the con- 
servancy of which the temporal and moral welware of their pro- 
fessors is depending. The Mishna, however, speaks particularly 
of Israel's religion, which is the source of all others, whose light 
was enlightening the darkness of mind in the world, and was pro- 
pagating the Divine revelation over the whole globe. ‘“ Israel's 
religion,’ says the Mishna, “is under the shelter of Almighty 
God, and the bond of our religious community will unite us 
tovether till the end of time.” ‘ Israel’s state is sunk down in the 
stream of time, like other earthly things; but Israel's religion, 
the Divine word of God, the light of the nations, is superior to 
the laws of time, as the prophet announces to us, ‘‘ My spirit 
that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, from henceforth 
and for ever, saith the Lord” (Isaiah lix. 21). 

This idea of the divinity and eternity of our religion is laid a 
particular stress upon in our prayers to-day ; for while this day 
reminds us of the quick flight of time, of the restless change, of 
the perishableness and frailty of all earthly things and of our own 
life, we may encourage and elevate ourselves with the idea that 
we possess in our religion a divine and imperishable bond, which 
which for ever unites us with God, with Israel, and with all the 
sons of Adam. Israel's religion, whose universal historical im- 
portance the prephets foretold and history confirms, will take root 
and blossom and bud also in the future, in order to make happy 
her confessors and humanity, and in order to bring up that pro- 
mised time, when “the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isatalh xi. 9). : 

Israel's religion will continue for ever by the side of the other 
religions which have drawn from her strength and light. She 
will continue for ever; and by more searching inquiries into the 
word of God, the knowledge of her will increase, and come to 
greater accomplishment. She will continue for ever, and inspire 
the Israelites with the love of all that is true, good, and beautiful, 
and multiply the number of those Israelites who shine forth im 
splendour as men and citizens, in order that we, as models of an 
enlightening and. sincere piety, may strike our contemporaries 
with admiration, and contribute to the glorification of God among 
men, 

“ Tike WORLD IS GOVERNED WITH KINDNESS.” The institu- 
tions for the salvation of men are standing under the protection of 
the world-educating Godhead, in order entirely to vanquish both 
the enemics of human prosperity—indolence and_ seltishness of 
mind—so that prejudices may disappear, an! the p: rtition-wall 
may sink down which separates man from man; and that an ardent 
desire may arise in every one, not a desire for riches and titles. 
but a desire for the knowledge and the graciousness of God, and 
such a reasonable, active, and conscientious course of life, that, at 
the hour of departure, the thought of Divine grace and eternal 


salvation may comfort us and make us happy. 
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IV. 


“ The world is governed with kindness: nut att prf@xps 
UPON THE GREATNESS OF THE ENERGETICAL ACTIVITY.” are 
the final words of the Mishna; which gives to understand that our 
religion, though an everlasting duration is promised to her by God 
can contribute to the salvation of Israel aud the world daly eles: 
with earnestness and vigour, we endeavour to spread the spirit of 
righteousness among us, and closely and strongly tie the bonds of 
our religious community. “ All depends upon the greatness of 
our energy and activity” is also said in reference to our time, and 
in reference to the congregations of this town. Our excellent 
religion, Waring its long existence, has informed and made happy 
numiberless souls, and animated them to the most vlorious deeds, 
She has awakened amony us and maintained in us those manv vir- 
tues which have distinguished the Israclites in | 
encouraged and comforted us when cast down. 
from moral and intellectual apathy the 


all ages. It has 
and preserved us 
davs of distress. 
Through all periods of our history we remark the ennobling and 
prospering influence of our faith, and the spirit of religion has 
never entirely disappeared from the hearts of the Israclites. 
But every time has its deficieneses, which impede the general 
progress and propagation of relyion : and it depends upon the 
greatness of our energy and activity to putaway thease hindrances. 
Our age, also, though distinguished by many gocd and excellent 
things, suffers through many de ficie ncies: among which is one 
that deserves to be particularly pointed ont, as it is the source of 
many others, Indeed, there are too many among us who are not 
mindful of the exceilent principle of our wise men, Sse So 


a mf OD (all Israelites are responsible for one another); that 
it is incumbent on every one to further the religious prosperity of 
the whole commonalty; that we must be animated by a sense, a 
spirit of happiness in the welfare of all. This principle of our 
sages, which in the age of our pious fathers proved so salutary, 
and preserved so many imperishable monuments, is a law of our 
religion—the law of humanity. Where this principle is ruling, 
there is enthusiasm for the general welfare; all will unite into one 
covenant; there every ove will subordinate his personal opinion to 
the salvation of the whole; there a noble emulation in humility 
and modesty will conciliate the variety of opinions and wishes, 
and all will highly appreciate the peace and the prosperity of the 
community more than the triumph of individual opinion. When 
we do homage with all our heart to this exalted and noble principle 
of our wise men, then we shall not look with blameable indiffer- 
ence on the number of Israelites who, oppressed by need and 
poverty, annually fail into the nets of the missionaries, and, to the 
insult of our religion, abjure the faith of their fathers ; then, as 
in the times of cur pious fathers, we shall shun neither trouble 
nor pecuniary sacrifices to prevent the name of Israel's God being 
profaned. 

« All depends upon the greatness of our moral activity.” O 
may we consider this to-day, when another of our years rolis down 
the stream of eternity! May we consider that the cementing of 
the bond of our religious union is our most sacred duty towards 
ourselves, our children, and to posterity, © that we may all 
unite and fraternize for this holy purpose, in order that our 
Divine religion may perform great and glorious works among Us 
as heretofore, that the name of Israels God iy be maguified 
among the nations, and that his blessing may dwell upon our con- 
gregations, leading to peace within and without! Amen. 


What an instructive lesson does the conduct of Dani I. the perse- 
cuted captive in Babylon, teach kings and statesmen ? Raised by the 
same Divine Providence to be prime minister of srecessive kings of 
Babylon Media, and Persia, he is under them all, alice distinguished 
for patient resignation under the most trying circumstances, wnexam- 
pled wisdom in conducting the affairs of government, and the strictest 
fidelity to the different sovereigns who had invested him with authority. 
~ England's Duty to Israel's Sous, by a Clergyman of the Church of 
England, 


| 


with the Jew; nevertheless, eat not of his food.” 


NOTES ON THE JEWS OF PERSIA UNDER MOHAMMED 
SHALL. 
Obtained from one of themselves. 
By tue Rey. Anrauam De Sora. 
“ Singula quaeque locum teneant sortita decentem.”—Hor. Ars. Poet, 
(Continued from page 371 ) 


As is generally the case with a powerless and persecuted minority, 
the Jews and Christi#ns in most parts of Persia are considered by all 
classes of Maho nimedans as legitimate objects for oppression and ill- 
treatment. Ifany difference at all exist in their enmity to two people 
alike persecuted, it may be said to be in favour of the Jews. “When 
you are ona journey,” teach the Mullahs, “and ye are obliged to 
sleep either in the house of a Jew or a Christian, be careful that you 
remain not under the roof of the uncircumcised Christian, but lodge 
Again, teach the 
Mullahs, * At the head of a Jew throw one-stone, but at the head of 
a Christian hurl two” On the other hand they teach, “If you see a 
Jew covered with mud up to his waist, be it your care that he become 
covered up to his head.” The Mahommedans and their children will 
not curse Moses or his law; but they will readily and constantly direct 
Imprecations against Jesus o' Nazareth and the gospel It is by no 
means an uncommon sight to see them following a Christian in the 
sireet, spitting first on a mock cross they hold in their hand, and then 
at the: Christian himself. And yet the Jews suffer more than the 
Christians; because the latter, for the most part, are spread abroad 
in the adjoining villages, while the former are more confined to the 
city. Everything that the cruelty of superstition, ignorance, bigotry, 
and cupidity can devise is resorted to, to make their state truly 
wretched. kach head of a family or householder is obliged to pay a 
weekly. tax of two dollars to the Shah. From this enormous impost 
no house is exempt, whether it be rich or poor, Jewish or Christian, 
Every Friday, the Mahommedan Sabbath, a ferocious kadkoodah, or 
tax-gatherer, pays bis unwelcome visit, accompanied by three or four 
soldiers. Ile seats himself down in the street and delivers tickets to 
the soldiers, who proceed to collect the amounts written upon them. 
Arrived at the court gate, they apply their feet to it in a manner 
neither gentle nor ceremonious, and generally continue battering at it 
as if they would break it down, with exclamations at intervals, com- 
monly in this style, * Come forth, dog of a Jew (or Christian, as the 
case may be), and pay your tax.” The propricter of the house has 
been prepared for him, and he immediately runs forth, showing the 
money in his hand, as they would otherwise not wait for explanation, 
but drag him forth to punishment. Ie presents the money, exclaim- 
ing, ** Why is my lord thus angry? Here is what you require.” If 
he is unfortunate enough not to possess the required sum, he is carried 
to the hadkoodah, who gives immediate orders to apply the bastinado. 
Ile is then led toa tree, and receives what frequently proves his death- 
stroke, We have said that poor and rich are alike bound to pay the 
tax. This injustice appears almost incredible, but it exists neverthe- 
less, and their brethren are obliged to assist them by contributions, 
sometimes of several shachi. This tax must be paid eight nonths in 
the vear. ‘The four excepted are those generally corresponding with 
February, March, April, and May. In the first they are exempt in 
honour of the month in which Mahommed was born; in the second, 
because the prophetic spirit then first attached itself to him; in the 
third, because many disciples then gathered themselves to him ; and 
in the fourth, because the prophet then died. “ These four months’ 
respite,” exclaim the oppressed, “are from the Almighty. Were it 
not for these, how could we find bread to eat and raiment to put on?" 
This exemption from payment, it will be perecived, the Mahommedans 
grant from respect to their religion; there are other favours which 
they show these unfortunates ‘rom respect to their country. Let but 
the Mussulman inhabitant of Persia find himself travelling in com- 
pany with a Jew or Christian without the Persian boundaries, and he 
will show the greatest fondness for them. If any attempt to insult 
or rob them, the Mussulman will defend them, and even lay down his 
lite for them. They say, “ We are alike strangers here. We have 
all been born on Persian ground, and we must show respect to that 
ground by defending its children when they are no longer on it.” Thus 
it is the ground they respect, and not the life of the Christian or Jew. 
For the same reason they will also give them to eat or drink, should 
they so require, but they will not allow the unbeliever to contaminate 
their stock of provision by touching it. Should they require water, 
fur instance, the Jew or Christian would not be allowed to introduce 
a vessel of his own into their water skins, but they will pour it out for 
him. As in many parts of the East, they show great respect to the 
beard; if even a man is condemned to be executed they respect his 
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beard, and will show the same respect to it after death. If a Mahom- 
medan and Israclite strive together, and the latter puts forth his hand 
to the beard of the other, and draws forth even ove hair therefrom, he 
is immediately taken to the Khan, obliged to pay a tine of fifty foomaun 
and upwards, or receive a most severe application of the bastinado. 
In the rainy weather, both in Hamadan and Oroomiah, neither Christ- 
jans nor Jews are allowed to approach a Mussulman under penalty of 
castigation. ‘his law was instituted in order that the impurity of the 
unbelievers should not attach itself to the Mahommedans ;—perhaps 
the wet garments of the unsanctified might touch theirs. Agam, Ifan 
Israelite desire to make a purchase from a Mussulman in the market, 
say of fruit. the buyer may not put forth his hand and touch the fruit, 
or all would be unclean. He stands at some distance, and pointing to 
any kind of fruit he may require, asks, with downeast look, “ Hadji 
Agah (a term of respect), what is the price?” This having been sur- 
lily told, the purchaser then spreads a cloth on the ground, that the 
Mahommedan may throw in what is required. le then approaches 
the stall, and drops the price ina basin of water, always standing near, 
that the money may become paritied before it enters the Mahom- 
medan’s purse. If they look in the face of the shop-keeper, he will 
sometimes construe it into an offence, and spit at his customer. If 
the price asked prove more than he is willing to give, and he goes 
away without making some purchase, woe to him! The Mahommedan 
runs after him, and beats him most severely. ‘To resist is out of the 
question. ‘The same system is pursued on almost every occasion of 
traffic with Jews or Christians. This home of misery and oppression 
they are unable to leave; emigration of families being strictly pro- 
hibited. Conversion is the main cause of all their afflictions.. To 
procure their conversion, the greatest efforts are made to render their 
state as miserable as possible, and to display in the most tempting 
light the happiness of Mussulmen. For the same reason thev are not 
permitted slaughtering-places, that they may find every difficulty in 
observing their religious rites as they desire. This enmity towards 
then extends to their dead; for neither Christians nor Jews are 
allowed to inscribe on their tombs the names of the departed; but, to 
use the highly expressive and pathetic language of our informant, “ If 
one should speak fora year of their acts of cruelty, he could not 
recount them all. There is, there can be no happiness for us, until 
the Holy One, blessed be Ile! shall please to call us to Him; for if we 
even open our lips, it is death to us. Therefore do we say in the 
morning, ‘ Would it were evening and in the evening,‘ @O would it 
were morning Unhappy we! unhappy we and our families!” 


(To be continued.) 


MADDENING EFFECTS OF CONVERSION, 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


. Sir,—I have forwarded you a newspaper containing an account of a 

melancholy tragedy perpetrated by a supposed convert from Juda- 
ism. As a constant reader of your extremely useful and interesting 
periodical, I observe with pleasure your exposure of the futility and 
misconceived attempts of the would-be conversionists; and, influenced 
by the idea that making you acquainted with the circumstances and 
situation of this poor, wretched, forlorn foreigner, might answer a 
double purpose, viz., not only to add to your number of proofs of the 
misrepresentations of the missionaries, but also in the hope that it 
may rouse the sympathy and energy of a more affluent and influential 
individual than myself to this friendless outcast. 

As it is more than probable that remorse has excited her to commit 
the crime, whilst labouring under a paroxysm of madness, a timely 
outstretched arm might save her from perdition. Fervently do I hope 
and trust that the Jewish Chronicle may be the medium of rescuing 
this miserable woman from an ignominious death, or at least cause 
some one to communicate with her in a language she understands. 

Various reasons prevent me giving my name and address; but I 
trust it will suffice that I subscribe myself, 

Respectfully yours, 
An Enouisu Jewsss. 


Shocking Affair at Gatehouse-on-Flect, Kirkcudbrightshire. 


The beautiful little town of Gatehouse-on-Fleet has been the scene 
of a domestic tragedy, very painful and shocking in its character. 

Some time ago, Dr. John Mason, who bad for many years been 
employed in the East as a medical missionary to the Jews, married, as 
his second wife, a converted Jewess, born near Vienna, but who had 
been for a length of time in Constantinople, and was the servant of 
his first wife. She accompanied Dr. Mason to Scotland, where, after 


having made profession of Christianity, she was baptised in Maxwell. 
town Free Church, and immediately after married to the doctor, who 
shortly afterwards settled in Gatehouse. The union was far from 
being a happy one, and blows and recriminations were said to be of 
frequent occurrence. 

On Saturday last, an alarm was given that the premises occupied by 
Dr. Mason were on fire ; and on the neighbours rushing in to ascertain 
the cause, the doctor was discovered lying on the floor in a pool of 
blood, with his throat dangerously cut, and a severe wound on one of 
his arms. The bed in the apartment had been burned by a fire kindled 
directly below it; but the flames had not got the mastery so far as to 
prevent their being quickly extinguished without mach damage. ‘The 
doctor was found, on examination, to be still breathing, and medical 
attendance was immediately procured. Mrs. Mason was also in the 
house, and, on being questioned, did not deny having inflicted the 
wounds which had placed ber husband in such an awful condition : 
but how the wounds were inflicted, or upon what provocation, are 
matters yet clothed in mystery. Some are inclined to think that the 
rash act was committed in self-defence, while others suppose that she 
had attacked her husband by surprise; but these are only surmises, 
as it does not appear that there were any other parties in the house at 
the time. However, the wretched woman is evidently insane on one 
point at least, for she maintains that she is commissioned by God to 
revenge the real or supposed wrongs of herself and her predecessor, 
whom she styles her mother. Whether she had any real grievances 
will probably appear on the trial to which she has been committed, 
having been incarcerated, in the mean time, in Kirkcudbright jail. 

I cannot refrain from remarking, that it would have been more 
humane had the authorities sent Mrs. Mason to a regular prison 
sooner than they did, 

This poor unfortunate stranger, speaking only a jargon of broken 
English, evidently diseased in her intellect, and looking the very 
picture of misery and hopeless desolation, was kept manacled under 
the care of two powerful men, seated on the ground at the door of the 
lock-up, for twelve hours, her requests to have the handcuffs removed 
for a few minutes to take her food being denied; and when she was at 
last escorted to the carriage destined to convey her to jail, her dress 
was arranged by one of her male keepers, though the poor creature 
instinctively shrank from his handling. But not even for that purpose 
would they permit her handcuffs to be for one moment removed, nor 
attend to her prayers for the presence of one of her own sex for a few 
minutes. 


Dr. Mason's condition is very precarious.—Correspondent of North 
British Maal. 

| There can be neither a doubt of the wretched woman’s insanity, 
nor of the cause which led to it. She was persuaded, like al! 
Jewish converts, by worldly interest to abjure her faith. Remorse 
preyed on her mind when she was disappointed in her expectation 
of matrimonial happiness; and, in a state of misery, enhanced by 
self-reproach, she was deprived of her senses, and committed an 
act of unjustifiable revenge on him who was the cause of her 
domestic and inward unhappiness. We trust that an enlightened 
jury—if the case should come to trial—will take the same view of 
it. Meanwhile, we agree with “ An English Jewess,” that it is a 
proper case for the consideration and interference of some of our 
leading co-religionists, to provide the unhappy woman with coun- 
sel for her defence ; for although she has abandoned her faith, we 
should compassionate a foreigner and an outeast, and, moreover, 
one belonging to the weaker sex. Who knows whether the in- 
ducements held out to her did not gradually entangle her in the 
conversion-net, till it was too late for her to extricate herself? 
We can neither justify her conversion nor her offence; but we can 
afford to pity her, and implore those who can assist her to make 
allowance for a combination of enticing baits levelled against the 
heart of a weak woman —Ep. Jew. Chron} 


TUE NEW YEAR'S NIGHT OF AN UNHAPPY ONE. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,—The enclosed beautiful allegory by the renowned Jean 
Paul, which I met with in the course of ‘my lucubrations, and 
which, as ycu will no doubt perceive, abounds with moral and 
salutary instruction to the rising generation, I was induced to trans- 
late and now present it as a new-year’s gift to your young readers. 
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I trust that its moral tendency will serve them as a shielding 
genius and a powerful amulet against every allurement of vice 
and seduction. Assuming that you will receive truth from what- 


ever quarter it may come, and allow the translation a space in 


your valuable columns, I am, Sir, yours, ete.., 


B. A. 


From the German of Jean Paul. 


An old man stood, in the midnight of the new year, at the window, 
and looked up with an eve of despair towards the immoveable and per- 
petually bright sky, from which be again cast his. rueful look down to 
the quict, spotless, and white ground, upon which none stood sO joy- 
less as he; for his grave lay close by him, and was covered with the 
icy snow of age, not with the blooming green of youth; and he (the 
unhappy one) carried nothing along with him from the opulence and 
beauties of life, except errors, sins, and sickness—a consumed body, a 
desolate soul, a heart full of venom, and an age full of remorse. His 
vouthful bright days had become to him as so many spectres that drew 
him violently back to that serene morning when his father first placed 
him in the cross-way of life, which, whilst its right hand leads men on 
the sunny path of virtue to an extensive and tranquil region, replete 
with light, reward, and protecting angels, its left precipitates man into 
the mole-like subterranean windings of vice. into a black cavern full of 
dropping venom, of hissing and aiming serpents, and of dark and sultry 
vapours. 

Alas! the serpents stuck to his breast, the venom-drops clave to his 
tongue, and he (the unhappy one) felt where he was. 

Scnseless, and with unutterab'e grief, he invoked heaven: “ Restore 
me my youth, so that I may choose differently!” 

But, alas! both his father and his youth were long gone. He be- 
held the tgnis futuus dancing upon the miry ground, and disappearing 
in the church-yard; and he said, * These are my silly and toolishly- 
spent days” Ile perceived a star shooting from heaven, effulgent in 
its fall, and dissolving on the eartlr: “That am I,” said his bleeding 
heart, whilst the serpent-teeth of remorse dug deeper into hi smarting 
wounds, 

His heated imagination presented to him sonnambulists creeping on 
roofs, whom the windmill menacingly lifted up its arms to destroy ; 
and a mask, which remained in the empty charnel-house, gradually 
assumed the features of his sad countenance. 

In the midst of these agonising convulsions, the new-year's music 
came suddenly from the steeples, sounding like remote sacred melodies. 
Ile was pathetically, yet more gently moved; he looked round the 
horizon and over the extensive earth, and he thought on the friends of 
his youth, who were now happier and better than he, being teachers 
to the world, parents of happy children, and blessed supporters of 
their fellow-men ; and he exelained, * I could, if I liked, equally with 
you, sport with a dry eye, and pass in undisturbed slumber the first 
night of the new year; alas! L also should have been happy, ve dear 
parents, had Lavailed myself of your new-year's wishes aud moral 
instructions!” 

In the feverish recollection of his youthful time, it appeared to him 
as if the mask with his features, left in the charnel-house, gradually 
arose of itself, and (strengthened by the superstition of seeing ghosts 
and spirits on the new-year's vight) he believed it to be a living being, 
in the attitude of the beautiful youth of the Capitol extracting a thorn 
from himself, and the unhappy old man saw again, to his sorrow, his 
once blooming appearance most scoffingly juggled before him. 

This scene he could endure no longer; he covered his eyes, and 
thousands of burning tears trickled wastingly down upon the snow. 
Ile sobbed very softly, inconsolably, and senselessly, * Return but 
once more, youth, O return!” 

And it did return; for he only dréamt on the new-year's night. He 
was yet a youth. But his errors were no dream, and he thanked God 
that he could yet return whilst young from the filthy windings of vice, 
and repair to the sunny path which leads to the pure and etherial 
region of reward and felicity. oe 

Return with him, my young friend, if thou standest in his erroneous 
way. The terrifying dream will in the’ future become thy judge; but 
if thou wilt once sorrowfully exclaim, * Return, beautiful days of my 
youth !” it will not come again. 


THE JEWS. 
Tue present moral and social condition of the Jews must be a 
miracle. We can come to no other conclusion. Had they con- 
tinued, from the commencement of the Christian era down to the 


present hour, in some such national state as that in which we find the 
Chinese, walled off from the human family, and by their repulsion 
of alien elements, resisting every assault from without in the shape 
of hostile invasion, and from an overpowering national pride for- 
bidding the introduction of new and foreign customs, we shotild 
not see so much mystery interwoven with their existence, But 
this is not their state ; far from it. They are neither a united or 
independent nation, nor a parasitic province. They are peeled 
and scattered and crumbled fragments; but like broken globes of 
quicksilver, instinct with a cohesive power, ever claiming affinity, 
and ever ready to amalgamate, Geography, arms, genius, polities, 
and foreign help, do not explain their existence ; time, and climate, 
and customs, equally fail to unravel it. None of these are or can 
be the springs of their perpetuity. They have been spread over 
every part of the habitable globe; they have lived under the 
regime of every dynasty ; they have shared the protection of just 
laws, the proscription of eruel ones, and witnessed the rise and 
progress of both. They have used every tongue, and lived in 
every latitude, The snows of Lapland have chilled, and the sun 
of Africa has seorched them. They are on the Tiber, the Thames, 
the Jordan, and the Mississippi. In every country, in every de- 
gree of latitude and longitude, we find a Jew. It is not so with 
any other race. Empires the most illustrious have fallen, and 
buried those that constructed them; but the Jew has lived among 
the ruins, a living monument of their indestructibility. Persecu- 
tion has unsheathed the sword and lighted the faggot; Papal 
superstition and Moslem barbarism have smitten them with ua- 
sparing ferocity; penal rescripts and deep prejudice have visited 
on them the most unrighteous chastisement; and, notwithstanding 
all, they survive... . 

Like their own bush on Mount Iloreb, Israel has continued in 
flames, but unconsumed, ‘They are the aristocracy of Scripture, 
reft of their coronets; princes in humiliation. A Babylonian, a 
Theban, a Spartan, an Athenian, a Roman, are names known iu 
history; their shadows alone haunt the world and flicker on its 
tablets. A Jew walks in every street, dwells in every eapital, 
traverses every exchange, and relieves the monotony of the nations 
of the earth. The race has inherited the heir-loom of immortality, 
incapable of extinction or amalgamation. Like streamlets from a 
common head, and composed of waters of a peculiar nature, they 
have flowed along every stream, without blending with it, or par- 
taking of its colour or flavour, and traversed the surface of the 
globe, during the lapse of many centuries, peculiar, distinet, alone. 
The Jewish race, at this day, is, perhaps, the most striking seal 
of the truth of the Sacred Oracles. ‘Their aggregate and indi- 
vidual character is as remarkable as their circumstances, . . . 
The people are a perpetual miracle, a living echo of God's holy 
tones, prolonged from generation to generation.—J raser’s Maga- 
zine. 


REVIEW. 

The History of the Culture and Literature of the Jews in Asia, from 
authentic sources. By Dr. J. Fiirst. First Part. Leipsig, 1549, 
William Engelmann. Reviewed by Dr. 8. M. Scutu-ter-Szinessy. 

(Cultur- und Literaturgeschichte der Juden in Asien, aus den (Quellen 
bearbeitet. Von Dr. J. Finst. Erster Theil. Leipzig, 1849, 
Wilhelm Engelmann.) 

Tue learned author of the work before us, a teacher in the Uni- 

versity of Leipzig, and editor of the Orient—a periodical esteemed 

by all men of science on account of its highly valuable Literatur- 
blatt—is so eminent from his distinguished labours in the field of 

Jewish literature,’ that we need only name the work and the 

author in order to secure to the former an extensive circle of 

readers among English people conversant with German. A mere 


' Urkunden zur Geschichte ger Juden; Die judischen Religionsphilo- 
sophen des Mittelalters; Bibliotheca Judaica; Lehrgebaude der aramaischen 
Idiome; Perlenschniire aramiaischer Gnomen; Hebraisches und Chal- 
diiisches Schulworterbuch ; w7pn pe> wr, Sive Concordantia, etc., etc. 
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‘, mention of the work would have been the more sufficient, since 
&. this “ first part” contains a collection of essays which have already 
‘i | been published in the “ Literaturblatt des Orient,”’ and which at the 


time created considerable sensation; so that several contributors 
to the journal and friends of the author (among whom, also, the 
reviewer may be reckoned) requested him to publish these essays 
as a separate work. 

I intend by this review, as I said before, more than merely to 
recommend it to the German scholars in England ; I wish to draw 
the attention of those of my brethren who are not acquainted with 
the German language to this work, in order that the contemplated 
Literary Society, or any other patron of literature, may treat with 
a man of spirit and knowledge of the subject for its translation 
into English. This work may justly be classed with the cele- 
brated writings of Zunz, as it evinces a large mass of ‘Talmudical 
and secular knowledge, is of inestimable value to scientific pro- 
gress, and lastly—and here we altogether differ from the author 
(compare the preface)—as it affords the best refutation of the 
prejudicial and odious charge of our enemies, “that the Jews 
have no literature!’ 

What an activity of mind does the author exhibit here before 
: us! The oppressed and enslaved people, whom the tyrants thought 
; to have crushed, began, when they had entirely lost their iuiluence 
without, altogether to withdraw from the outer world, and, from 
whatever view it may be considered, to create masterpieces in the 
midst of the community. Then began Jewish literary activity, 
consistent in the erection and completion of Talmudism, in the 
development of the elements of the Midrash, ete., where so much 
that is interesting is said about philosophy, cosmogony, theosophy, 
physics, legislation, ete.—of course, only fragmentary—that these 
studies are of the utmost importance to the thinker, theologian, 
legislator, and archeologist. 


The author, who is especially distinguished in the field of | 


/ criticism, gives us in concise brevity, and yet with remarkable 
clearness, in 318 octavo pages, the history of the Jewish culture 
and literature in interior Asia, and especially in Babylonia, from 

Fy the time of the dissolution of the Jewish polity down to the ex- 

, piration of the Jewish high-schools, as the “‘ first part” of a larger 

work, entitled “ The History of the Culture and Literature of 

the Jews in Asia.” 


The work under review is divided into two periods; the first 
period into three epochs, and the second period into two epochs, 
& and both together into ten chapters. The first period embraces 
f the space from 585 before c.r. till 188 after c.e.; the second 
period the space from 188 till 498 after c.e. The first epoch of 
the first period embraces the space from 585 till 300 before c.c. ; 
the second epoch the space from 300 before c.r. till 52 after c.E.; 
Lik | and the third the space from 32 till 188 after c.e. The first 

7 epoch of the second period embraces the space from 188 till 374 
after c.k.; and the second epoch from 374 till 498 after c.e. 
This book thus comprises the history of the Jewish culture and 
literature in Asia for 1083 years. 


(To be continued.) 


Tue Rev. 1. Leeser anno nis CONGREGATION.—In the Jewish 
Chronicle of the 26th July last, we announced, on the authority 
of a letter from Philadelphia, that, at the request of several mem- 
bers of the congregation, Mr. Leeser had declared himself a can- 
didate for re-election to the office of minister. Since then, we have 
received the Ocerdent for June and July, which proves this state- 
ment incorrect. In an article headed ** Philadelphia News Items,” 
the Rev. Mr. Leeser states, that at the meeting held there on the 
16th of June, the names of three gentlemen were announced as 
candidates, viz., the Rev. Abraham de Sola, Hazan at Moutreal: 
the Rev. Jacob Rosenfeld, Hazan at Charlestown; and Mr Eliis 
Lyons, late Hazan at Richmond. Mr. Leeser does not only not 
name himself among the candidates, but, on the contrary, speaks 

of himself as “the late incumbent,” and expresses his sur} rise 


- 


that one of the before-mentioned gentlemen was not chosen. We 
also learn that the reverend gentleman has not signified his inten. 
tion to officiate during the six mouths which will intervene between 
the expiration of bis term of office, on the 28th of September, and 
the election which is appointed to take place in April next. With 
respect to various allegations that have reached us in reference to 
the hostile feeling displayed against Mr. L. by a large portion of 
his congregation, though we regret the circumstance, we are never- 
theless well aware that much dissatisfaction and contention has un. 
happily prevailed between that reverend gentleman and his congre- 
gation during the greater part of h's ministry. We hope and trust 
that our Philadelphia friends will not forget, on this occasion, the 
fraternal spirit which has honorably distinguished them ever since 
they have been a congregation, and advise them to decide this 
matter as quickly and amicably as possible. Delay can only foment, 
not alleviate, ill-feeling. We must remind the supporters of Mr. 
Leeser, and those few who would foree him on the congregation 
against his own expressed wish and intention, that they will do 
him more service by a dignified expression of their opinions, with- 
out calling the attention of the public to private affairs, or paying 
Mr. L. the ill-compliment of representing him as privately enter. 
taining sentiments diametricaily opposed to those he has repeatedly 
and emphatically published, and to cease to compromise him by 
statements such as those lately sent to us. 


or Jewisn AND Cirrisrian Scuoors. 
—Muiister von Wydenbrugk’s plan to unite Jewish and Christian 
schools is now being executed in Stadt Lengsfeld. A communal 
school (Communal-Schule), has been established, in which Jewish 
and Christian children are educated. 


Moravia.—<As an act of compensation to the Jews for the 
excesses committed a few months ago, the government continues 
to appoint Jews to the office of Town Councillor. 


SrTrocKHoLM.—INTOLERANCE.—The Academic Consistory of 
Upsala having proposed a young Jewish student fora scholarship, 
the magistracy and the fifty aldermen of the corporation have 
protested against it, because “ they do not consider a Jew 
entitled to such honour.” Our correspondent deplores the 
increase of religious intolerance in Sweden, and in the university 
in particular, 

HusxGAria.—Letters from the Theiss districts state, that the 
Jews are actively employed in agricultural pursuits. Large tracts 
of land are continually being purchased by Jews, who are deter- 
mined to shew that their industry is not confined to commerce 
alone, but extends to every honest pursuit. 


PrespunG —The city authorities have given orders to pull 
down the gates which separated the town from the Jewish 
quarter, 


Bropy AGRICULTURISTS.—Since the 
possession of landed property has been conceded to the Jews, they 
have turned their minds to agricultural pursuits in good earnest: 
aud in order to enable the poor Jews to employ themselves thus 
honourab'y, several rich Jews have instituted a society, called a 
“ Union for Promoting Agriculture among the Jews.” 


LemperGc.—The Latin Archbishop Buraniezki apologises in 
the public jour.als, for having ‘‘ on his journey through Brody 
been so friendly with the Jews, and having kissed the Torah” 
(scroll of the Pentateuch), What an illiberal diocese must that 
be, ia which a bishop need not be ashamed of such a miserable 
apology! 

Ovex, Huncania.—A letter from this town states, that the 
corporation restrictions which hitherto prevented Jews from 
becoming masters. in trades, are gradually vanishing. Several 
dews have recently established themselves as masters, and publicly 
employ many hands. 


Sr. Louis, Norra America. — Our co-religionist, Adam 
Abeles, of the firm of Abeles and Tausig, who emigrated from 
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Prazue, has recently been elected member for St. Louis in the 
American chambers. 


PiyMouTH, 3rd Sept.—We re-opened our Synagogue on Friday 
last, after its being newly and beautifully decorated at an expense 
of 100/., which was collected by voluntary contributions. On 
the same evening, the ladies presented a M3195 and appendages— 
viz., a holy veil, dresses for the manuscripts, cloths for reading- 
desks, ete., etc., at a cost of thirty guineas, which was likewise 
collected by voluntary contributions.—F rom a Correspondent. 


Jewtsnu InGenuity.—A First Prize was awarded on Monday, 
Sept. 2nd, inst., by the Devonport Exposition of Arts, to Master 
L.S. Joseph, of Whimple-street, Plymouth, for a beautiful work- 
ing model of a grasshopper steam-engine. The youthful engineer 
has just passed his fourteenth year. The prize was handed’ to 
him by the chairman, Ed. St. Aubin, Esq., Mayor of Devonport, 
accompanied by a very flattering compliment ; and the highly- 
respectable audience testified their approbation of the beautiful 
machine, which was brought forward for inspection, by repeated 
bursts of applause. The prize was Tredgold’s elegant work on 
the Steam-Engine. 


Baron JAmMes Standard of Wednesday 
last committed an error in stating that Baron James Rothschild 
was ill in Paris on the Tuesday evening; for to our own know- 
ledge the Baron was in London at that time, devoting his atten- 
tion beside the sick bed of his sister-in-law, the venerable Baroness 
Rothschild, and left this city in perfect health on Wednesday 
morning, on his return to Paris. — 


Dr. ScnitctLer-Szinessy.—We are informed that this talented 
gentleman will deliver a discourse in the Birmingham Synagogue 
on the second day of the New Year. It must be gratifying to 
Dr. Schiller, as it is praiseworthy in the congregation, that 
although the standing laws prohibit lectures in that synagogue by 
Strangers, yet there was but one voice in a full general meeting to 
suspend that regulation, in order to afford the community the 
rare opportunity of being benefited by the talents aud cloguence 
of the learned doctor, 


TransLATion OF THE “ 
We are indebted to Dr. Schever, the well-known translator of the 
More-Nebuchim, and possessor of two Arabic MSs. of this work 
from the library of Leydeu, for a proof-sheet of the Hebrew 
translation of the same work by Al-Charizi (now printing by Mr. 
Schlossberg), which we noticed in a former number. Dr. Scheyer’s 
notes are highly valuable, for they not only institute very interest- 
ing comparisons between Al-Charizi’s and Aben Tibbon’s transla- 
tions into Hebrew, but they also shew the various readings in the 
original Arabic. ‘That Mr. Schlossberg’s copy from the Mb. in 
the National Library of Paris is a faithful one, was testified by 
the learned librarian, M.S. Munk. Mr. Schlossberg’s publication 
may therefore be considered as a great acquisition to Hebrew 
literature; and we shall avail ourselves of the first opportunity, 
when we have seen something more of this important work, to 
communicate it for the information of the lovers of oriental 
writings, and those of Maimonides in particular. 


Escape FROM THE Conversion Instirurion.—A Jewish 
lad named David Delevante (son of Esther Delevante}, who had 
been for the last eight years an inmate of the Conversion Institu- 
tion, Palestine-place, and who felt the misery of his condition, 
which compelled him to avow a faith with his lips from which his 


heart was far off, determined on escaping by sealing the wail of © 


the building. We hear that this is his second escape. [lis mother, 
is in humble circumstances, and application has been nade to 
the Portuguese congregation in his behalf; but we regret to 
learn that his case has not yet met with the solicituce which it 
deserves. It is contemplated to send him to Barbary ; but we 
trust that some benevolent person will prevent his being sent to 
a country where there is so much poverty among the Jews, and 
that he may be apprenticed to some trade. The boy may, by 


_ industry and application, yet become a useful member of that 
community from which he had been separated when young, and 


by circumstances over which he had no control. 
luc Prize Essays.—The following sums have been sub- 
scribed for the purpose of augmenting the amount to be awarded 


to the successful competitors: — Previously announced, £25 5s. 


Mr. John Sammell (for general purposes of the Essays), 10s. 

The following gentlemen have kindly consented to receive sub- 
scriptions trom the friends of Hebrew literature in the provinces : 
viz. Mr. David Hesse and Mr. M. H. Simonson, Manchester ; 
Mr. Bethel Jacobs, Hull; Rev. A. L. Green, Bristol; Rev. R. I. 
Cohen, Dover; Rev. M. B. Levy, Brighton; Mr. A. B. Oppen- 
heimer and Mr, P, Silverstone, Birmingham. 


Distresstnc Case.—We have received 5s. from Mr. D.A. 
Lindo for Mrs. Benjamin-Levi, which has been handed over to 
the poor widow, 

Jews Ornruan Asytum.—A Special General Court of the 
Governors and Subscribers, convened by advertisement, was held 
at Sussex Hall on Wednesday evening last, for the election of one 
child destitute of both parents, and to decide upon a proposal to 
declare a vacancy for the admi sion of two children, by election, 
destitute of one parent only; Joseph Sebag, Esq., President, in 
the chair. The secretary having read the minutes of the last 
meeting, which were confirmed, the election of one inmate 
(deprived of both parents) into the Asylum was carried; as also 
a resolution affirming the expediency of declaring a vacancy for 
the admission of two orphans deprived of one parent only, in addi- 
tion to the number already receiving the benefits of the charity. 
The chairman said, he regretted to state that one of the orphans 
had died inthe Asylum, but that every parental care and attention 
had been bestowed on the poor child by the master, Mr. Franklin. 
IIe was, however, happy to say, that the Asylum was nevertheless 
in a healthy state. The business convening the meeting having 
been concluded, and a vote of thanks passed to the chairman, the 
meeting was dissolved. , | 

PRESERVATION OF INWARD Dicnity.—Rabbi Saphra wished 
to dispose of one of his estates, for which he asked a certain price. 
An individual who wished to purchase it made him an offer, which, 
being much less than the real value of the estate, was refused. 
Some time after, the Rabbi being in want of money, resolved in 
his mind to accept the sum offered. In the interim, the individual 
who had made the offer, desirous of possessing the estate, and 
ignorant of the Rabbi’s determination, came and proposed to give 
him the sum first demanded. But the good Saphra refused to 
take it. ‘IT have,” said he, ‘made up my mind, before thou 
camest, to take the sum thou didst first offer; give it me, and I 
shall be satisfied; my conscience will not permit me to take 
advantage of thy ignorance.’—7.. Baba Bathra. 


Fovr good mothers have given birth to four bad daughters. 
Truth has produced hatred; success, pride; security, danger; 
and familiarity, contempt; and, on the contrary, four bad mothers 
have produced as many good daughters, for astronomy is the 
offspring of ostrology; chemistry of alchemy ; freedom of oppres- 
siou; patience of long-suffering. 


DEATIL OF THE BARONESS ROTHSCHILD. 

We stop the press to announce that we have just received 
intelligence of the decease of the universally esteemed and 
venerated Baroness N. M. Rothschild, at Gunnersbury Park, at 
twenty minutes past twelve o’clock this morning (Thursday), 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Gs Correspondents are respectfully informed that no notice can be taken 
of Communications unless they be private! y authenticated, 

In reply to the inquiry made by Mosely Myers, Birmingham, tn reference to 
the difficult passage in 2 Chronicles xxi. 12, we beg to say, that the 
ory “90 (chap. xvii.) says, “In the second year of Ahaziah’s reign 
disappeared, and will sot re-appear till the advent of the Messiah, 
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etc. Again, in the same chapter, the same traditional authority says, 
“ And there came a writing to him [Jehoram] from Elijah the prophet; 
this was seven years after Elijah's disappearance.” Rashi says, * After 
Elijah had ascended to heaven, Jehoram received this prophetic writing. 

Kimchi thus comments on the passage in Chronicles: “ his happened 
after Elijah’s ascension ; and it may be that Ehjah appeared in a pro- 
phetic vision to one of the prophets, and put into his mouth the con- 
tents of the writing, and told him to write them down, and take the 
jetter to Jehoram, and tell him that this writing was sent to bim by 
Elijah, in order that Jehoram, in deference to this divine communica- 
tion, might humble his heart, and become conscious of his evil doing. 

if our correspondent insists upon having it explained natarally how 
Elijah could send a writing to Jehoram after he had gone to heaven, we 
inust insist upon his explaining to us n@furedly how Elijah could ascend 
to heaven. It is obvious that a prophet who can ascend to heaven, can 
also send a writing from heaven, We remind our correspondent of 
Ben Sirah’s admonition, 722 Sx Ow 
meaner (Inquire not into that which is above 
thy comprehension, and search not into that which is concealed from 
thee; understand only that which thou art permitted to understand, fur 
thou bast no business with things which are above thy comprehension ). 


Morning Advertiscr, in a leading article on Wednesday last, enters into 
a defence of its statement in reference to the Jewish law on punishment 
of death, with some other reinarks, in a most friendly spirit; but want 
of space compels us to defer any extract and comment thereon tll our 
next. 


— 


In the press, and shortly will be published, 
TREASURES OF OXFORD,” 


EING Compositions by the most eminent ancient Hebrew Writers, faith- 
B fully copied from Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, by Rabbi 
HM. KoetMan and Mr. Dukes, with Notes. Edited and Translated 
by M. H. Braesstav, Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

With the view of furthering the objects of the compilers, the following 


Gentlemen bave kindly consented to receive the Names of Subscribers: — 


Tne Rev. Dra. Apter, Cuter 
Sampson Samvue Esa. 
Haim Guevatta, Esa. 
Water Joserus, Esa. 
Price, in Hebrew alone ° 3, 
Hebrew with English - - - 

The Hebrew copies are ready, and may be had of Mr.M.U. Bresslau, 
18, Manseil-street, Goodman's Fields; and at the Jewish Chronicle Office, 
24, Houndsditch, Copies containing Hebrew and English will be ready 
shortiy. 


May House Establishment, Gravesend, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES, , 
With Separate Establishment for Young Gentleman from ages of 
Four to Ten. 
ONDUCTED by MRS. and the MISSES CRAWCOUR, who beg to an- 
nounce that their Autumnal Recess terminates on the 7th October, 1850. 


29th day of Elul, 5610. 
\ ICHAELIS SILVERSTEIN, late Resident Teacher at Sussex House, 

Dover, is desirous of giving Lessons in Hebrew, German, French, 
Engiish, and Drawing. M.S. has had many years practice in teaching buth 
Chiidren and Adults, and will undertake, by a method which he has success- 
fully adopted, to teach the German Language in Six Months. Address, Mr. 
Michaelis Silverstein, 11, Devonshire-street, Bishopsgate. 


As Private Veacher, or in Schools. 


Miesdemoiselles Engersch, 


B* to inform their Friends and the Public generally, that they have removed 
: to No. 10, Gieorge-strect, Minories, where Madile. Helene continues in her 
tilinery Business, and will be most hapvy to supply those Ladies who may 
favour her with a eall on very reasonable terms. 

Maddie. Henriette also continues giving Lessons on the Piano-Forte, and will 
commence a Course of Lessons in the French Language, twice a-week, on Mon- 
days and Wertnesdays, from 5 to 7 in the Evening. Those who wish to join the 
Class are requested to apply immediately. | 

N.Bb.—Mademoiselle Heléne requires Apprentices in her business, 

Monsieur Engersch has received an assortment of French Boots and Shoes 
for Ladies, 


YOUNG LADY of the Jewish faith is desirous of an Engagement as 
Companion to a Lady, and Housekeeper if required ; or as Governess 

to Children under 12 years of age. Unexceptional References can be given. 
Salary moderate; a comfortable home being the chief consideration. No 


objection to the country, or to go abroad. Direct to J. J., at Mr. Emden’s, 
8, Providence-row, City-road. 


DIY Hospital, Mile End. 
Bread and Meat. 
HE Trustees are ready to receive Tenders, on or before the 2 ith ingt., 
for the supply of the best Bread and Meat. For particulars and printed 
Forms, apply to the Superintendent, at the Hospital. 
Sept. 3rd, 1850. 


Dr. Julius Furst, of Leipzig, 


DITOR of the Urient, and Teacher at the Leipzig University, has made 

1, arrangements for receiving a few Boarders at his house, which is plea- 
sautiy situated. Dr. F. will himself undertake the instruction in Hebrew, 
German, and the Classics, and provide efficient professors for every other 
branch of education, Leipzig being a large mercantile town, is also suitable 
for a commercial education, Apply to Dr. Julius Furst, Leipzig, or to Mr. 
M. H. Bresslau, 1%, Mansell-street, Goodman’s Fields, London. 


Remple Cottage, Bamsgate. 

rqviik REV, L. tl. MYERS continues to receive a very select number of 
| Pupils, to whom he unparts a sound Philosophical Education. The 
Gentlemen by whom he is assisted are University-men of first-rate talent, 
Modern languages form a prominent feature in the system pursued, and 
are rendered attractive and peculiarly easy of acquirement. The premises 
have been erected specially for scholastic purposes; and whilst the Pupils 
receive the highest amount of mental culture, an opportunity is afforded 
them of associating with good society, which so much tends to form the 
character and habits of a Gentleman. 

Terms Mopnerate anno INCLUSIVE. 

Each Pupil has u Separate Bed. —No Plat or Linen rec 

‘Town Address, No. &, St. Mary-Axe. 


Establishment for Young Ladies, 
No. 4, Lansdowne Villas, New Brompton. 


TIVHE MISSES MILLINGEN beg to return their gratefal thanks to their 
| Friends and the Publ for the liberal support they have reecived, and hope, 
by their continued exertions, to merit future favours, The Misses M. are deter- 
mined, in their Establishment, to abolish the general practice of giving long vaca- 
tions, which must be injurious to the improvement of the Pupils, and therefore 
only give One Month's Holiday during the Year; and as they take but a limited 
number of Boarders, they have now only Vacancies for Three or Four. 
Terms 

Including Music, Hebrew (Mr, Joseph, Secretary of the West-end Synagogue, 

Teacher), French, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, History, Plain and Orna- 


mental Needlework - - - - 26 per Annum, 
Children under Fight Years 21: ditto ditto, 


The Quarter to commence onthe Day of Entrance. 
Singing, taught by a Professor, Dancing, ete., ete., 1 Guinea each per Quarter. 
N.B. The Vacation ends on the 20th September inst. 


Californian Line of Packets, 
From Liverpool to San Francisco DIRECT. 
FINE Fine British-built Barque, * OTHELLO,” 500 

Tons burthen, newly coppered and copper-fastened, 
RK. R, LEGGETT, Commander, wHo 18 WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE TRADE. 

The above fine vessel, having the whole of her cargo engaged, will be de- 
spatched early in the ensuing month. There is a vacancy for a limited 
number of Cabin Passengers, The accommodation will be found superior to 
that of any other Ship in the Port. Terms (including Provisions) very 


moderate. To secure Berths, apply imMEoIATELY to Mr. 1. Solomon, 66, 
Paradise-street, Liverpool. 


t. 


The Cheapest in London. 


FINE DONS. GREEN aND 
At astonishing Low FPrices, 


| VALLENTINE, 132, Houndsditch, and 23, Stoney-lane, has received a 
» Supply of Fine Citrons, Green Palms, and Beautiful Ww 2 Myrtles, which 
he ts determined to sell at such Low Prices as have never before been offered 
to the Jewish Public. 


Purchasers may have their oa bound ready for use, and sent to any 
part without extra charge. i 


Saliesmen Wanted, 
HYAM, Tailor and Clothier, Manchester, is in want of SEVERAL 
» SALESMEN inthe BESPOKE AND READY MADE DEPARTMENTS, 
for his new establishment about to be opened in Dublin. ‘To those weil 
acquainted with the business a very liberal salary will be given. 
Apply, by letter, to B. Hyam, 26, Market-street, Manchester. 


— 
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